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and effort shown by the five individuals 
we are honoring here today. Since 1901, 
the Nobel Prize has recognized the 
world’s finest minds in the fields of 
physics, chemistry, physiology and 
medicine, literature and peace. In 2006, 
five American scientists were chosen 
for this prestigious award. These five 
men join 763 previous men and women 
and 19 organizations recognized at the 
pinnacle of their fields. 

Roger Kornberg received the Nobel 
Prize in chemistry for his studies on 
transcription, a fundamental cellular 
process that uses information encoded 
in genes to produce proteins. Dr. 
Kornberg’s award comes 47 years after 
his father, Arthur Kornberg, received 
the 1959 Nobel Prize in physiology and 
medicine. In 2006 that prize was award-
ed to Andrew Fire and Craig Mello for 
their influential work on RNA inter-
ference, a process that uses RNA to 
control the production of proteins. 

John Mather and George Smoot 
share the Nobel Prize in physics for 
their pioneering work in cosmology, 
discovering fluctuations in the cosmic 
microwave background that help ex-
plain the formation of galaxies, stars, 
and the Earth itself. 

Drs. Roger Kornberg, Andrew Fire, 
Craig Mello, John Mather, and George 
Smoot deserve our thanks and sincere 
appreciation for their efforts sup-
porting the greatest innovation econ-
omy in the world. Without men and 
women like them committed to the 
often arduous task of scientific dis-
covery, we would not enjoy the eco-
nomic prosperity that has graced our 
Nation. 

This resolution signals this body’s 
commitment to supporting and 
strengthening the scientific enterprise. 
While this resolution, unfortunately, 
does not match the $10 million prize 
awarded to these Nobel Laureates, we 
can do better by ensuring that we sup-
port funding for the science and tech-
nology efforts of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support House Resolution 
316. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCNERNEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 316. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

45TH ANNIVERSARY OF JOHN HER-
SCHEL GLENN, JR. BECOMING 
FIRST U.S. ASTRONAUT TO 
ORBIT EARTH 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and 

agree to the resolution (H. Res. 252) 
recognizing the 45th anniversary of 
John Herschel Glenn, Jr.’s historic 
achievement in becoming the first 
United States astronaut to orbit the 
Earth. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 252 

Whereas John Herschel Glenn, Jr. was born 
on July 18, 1921, in Cambridge, Ohio, and 
grew up in New Concord, a small college 
town a few miles from the larger city of 
Zanesville, Ohio; 

Whereas John Glenn attended New Concord 
High School and earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in engineering from 
Muskingum College, which also awarded him 
an honorary Doctor of Science degree in en-
gineering; 

Whereas John Glenn enlisted in the Naval 
Aviation Cadet Program shortly after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor and was commissioned 
in the United States Marine Corps in 1943; 

Whereas John Glenn served in combat in 
the South Pacific and also requested combat 
duty during the Korean conflict; 

Whereas John Glenn was a dedicated mili-
tary officer, flying 149 missions during 2 
wars; 

Whereas John Glenn received many honors 
for his military service, among them the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross on 6 occasions, the 
Air Medal with 18 Clusters, the Asiatic-Pa-
cific Campaign Medal, the American Cam-
paign Medal, the World War II Victory 
Medal, the China Service Medal, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, and the Ko-
rean Service Medal; 

Whereas John Glenn served several years 
as a test pilot on Navy and Marine Corps jet 
fighters and attack aircraft; 

Whereas, as a test pilot, John Glenn set a 
transcontinental speed record in 1957 by 
completing the first flight to average super-
sonic speeds from Los Angeles to New York; 

Whereas John Glenn was a pioneer in the 
realm of space exploration and was selected 
in 1959 as one of the original 7 astronauts in 
the United States space program, entering 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration’s (NASA) Project Mercury; 

Whereas John Glenn was assigned to the 
NASA Space Task Group at Langley Re-
search Center in Hampton, Virginia; 

Whereas, in 1962, the Space Task Group 
was moved to Houston, Texas, and became 
part of the NASA Manned Spacecraft Center; 

Whereas, on February 20, 1962, John Glenn 
piloted the Mercury-Atlas 6 ‘‘Friendship 7’’ 
spacecraft on the first manned orbital mis-
sion of the United States; 

Whereas, after launching from the Ken-
nedy Space Center in Florida, John Glenn 
completed a 3-orbit mission around the plan-
et, reaching an approximate maximum alti-
tude of 162 statute miles and an approximate 
orbital velocity of 17,500 miles per hour; 

Whereas John Glenn landed Friendship 7 
approximately 5 hours later, 800 miles south-
east of the Kennedy Space Center near Grand 
Turk Island; 

Whereas, with that pioneering flight, John 
Glenn joined his colleagues Alan Shepard 
and Virgil Grissom in realizing the dream of 
space exploration and engaging the minds 
and imaginations of his and future genera-
tions in the vast potential of space explo-
ration; 

Whereas, after retiring from the space pro-
gram, John Glenn continued his public serv-
ice as a distinguished member of the Senate, 
in which he served for 24 years; 

Whereas John Glenn has continued his 
public service through his work at the John 
Glenn Institute at Ohio State University, 
which was established to foster public in-
volvement in the policy-making process, 
raise public awareness about key policy 
issues, and encourage continuous improve-
ment in the management of public enter-
prise; 

Whereas, in March 1999, Secretary of Edu-
cation Richard W. Riley appointed John 
Glenn as Chair of the newly formed National 
Commission on Mathematics and Science 
Teaching for the 21st Century; 

Whereas the Commission played a pivotal 
role in improving the quality of teaching in 
mathematics and science in the United 
States; 

Whereas, in 1998, John Glenn returned to 
space after 36 years as a member of the crew 
of the space shuttle Discovery, serving as a 
payload specialist and as a subject for basic 
research on how weightlessness affects the 
body of an older person; and 

Whereas, combined with his previous mis-
sions, John Glenn logged over 218 hours in 
space: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors the 45th anniversary of John 
Herschel Glenn, Jr.’s landmark mission pi-
loting the first manned orbital mission of 
the United States; and 

(2) recognizes the profound importance of 
John Glenn’s achievement as a catalyst to 
space exploration and scientific advance-
ment in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. WILSON) and the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
to include extraneous material on 
House Resolution 252, the resolution 
now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 252, recognizing the 
45th anniversary of John Herschel 
Glenn, Jr.’s historic achievement in be-
coming the first United States astro-
naut to orbit the Earth. 

This resolution recognizes John 
Glenn’s distinguished career as a mili-
tary officer in the United States Ma-
rine Corps, during which he served in 
combat in the South Pacific and the 
Korean conflict and received many 
honors for his military service, as a 
test pilot on Navy and Marine Corps jet 
fighters and attack aircraft, and espe-
cially as an astronaut on the first 
manned orbital mission of the United 
States. 

Madam Speaker, on February 20, 
1962, John Glenn piloted the Mercury- 
Atlas 6 Friendship 7 spacecraft on the 
first U.S. manned orbital space mis-
sion, completing three orbits of the 
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Earth and landing some 5 hours later 
800 miles southeast of Kennedy Space 
Center near Grand Turk Island. With 
that pioneer flight, John Glenn joined 
his fellow Americans, Alan Shepard 
and Virgil Grissom, in realizing the 
dream of space exploration and engag-
ing the minds and imaginations of his 
and future generations in the vast po-
tential of space exploration. 

This resolution recognizes that John 
Glenn, having retired from the space 
program, continued his public service 
as a distinguished Member of the Sen-
ate for 24 years and through his work 
at the John Glenn Institute at the Ohio 
State University, which fosters public 
involvement in the policy-making 
process. 

In 1998, John Glenn returned to space 
after 36 years as a member of the crew 
of the Space Shuttle Discovery, helping 
researchers study how weightlessness 
affects the body of an older person. 

Madam Speaker, I urge you and my 
colleagues to support House Resolution 
252, to honor this 45th anniversary of 
John Herschel Glenn, Jr.’s landmark 
mission, piloting the first manned or-
bital mission of the United States, and 
to recognize the profound importance 
of his achievement as a catalyst to 
space exploration and scientific ad-
vancement in the United States. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of 
House Resolution 252, which honors the 
45th anniversary of John Herschel 
Glenn, Jr.’s historic mission as the 
first American to orbit the Earth 
aboard the Mercury spacecraft Friend-
ship 7. This was truly a landmark event 
in our human space flight program. 
These early successes captured the 
minds and imaginations of people 
around the world and were an inspira-
tion to all Americans at a time when 
we were the underdog in a techno-
logical race with the Soviet Union. 

Prior to his service with NASA, John 
Glenn had already received numerous 
honors for his military service during 
World War II and the Korean War. He 
set a transcontinental speed record in 
1957 by completing the first flight be-
tween Los Angeles and New York at an 
average speed greater than the speed of 
sound. 

John Glenn was selected as one of the 
original Mercury 7 NASA astronauts in 
1959 and logged over 218 hours in space. 
After retiring from the space program, 
John Glenn continued to serve his 
country as a distinguished Member of 
the United States Senate for 24 years. 
In 1998, John Glenn returned to space 
after 36 years as a member of the crew 
of the Space Shuttle Discovery, serving 
as a subject for basic research into the 
effects of weightlessness on the body of 
an older person. 

John Glenn is truly an American 
hero. I am proud to support this resolu-
tion honoring such a prominent Amer-
ican citizen, military veteran and as-
tronaut. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H. Res. 252. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. SPACE). 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 252, a reso-
lution commemorating the 45th anni-
versary of John Herschel Glenn, Jr.’s 
historic first orbit around the Earth. 

John Glenn’s accomplishments and 
service to his country made him an in-
spiration to a generation of young men 
and women like me. He was a source of 
pride for our Nation. His contributions 
to space exploration helped to change 
our Nation’s way of thinking about the 
new frontier and taught a generation of 
Americans to dream big. I am honored 
that this true American hero was born, 
raised and educated in Ohio’s 18th Dis-
trict. 

Born in 1921 in Cambridge, Ohio, and 
raised in nearby New Concord, John 
Glenn attended New Concord High 
School and earned a bachelor of science 
degree from Muskingum College in 
New Concord. 

John Glenn began his distinguished 
military career by enlisting in the 
Naval Aviation Cadet Program, going 
on to become a Marine pilot, earning 
the Distinguished Flying Cross on six 
occasions and the Air Medal with 18 
clusters. After leaving the military, 
John Glenn became a test pilot for the 
Naval Air Test Center. In 1957 he set a 
speed record by flying from Los Ange-
les to New York in 3 hours 23 minutes. 

While these achievements are with-
out question remarkable and cause for 
celebration, Madam Speaker, they are 
not what bring us here today. We are 
here to appreciate John Glenn’s accom-
plishments in a space flight that revo-
lutionized how Americans viewed space 
exploration. 

In the 1950s, the concept of sending a 
man into space was foreign to most 
Americans. A mere 50 years after the 
Wright brothers made their first brief 
attempts at manned flight, the pros-
pect of propelling a human being into 
outer space was daunting. 

In 1959, John Glenn volunteered to 
become one of the original seven astro-
nauts in the Mercury program, the 
first manned space flight program in 
the United States. Several years later, 
John Glenn embarked on his mission. 
In February of 1962, he became the first 
man to orbit the Earth, completing 
that feat three times over. 

Madam Speaker, I understand that 
Senator Glenn knew there was a sig-
nificant chance he would not survive 
the flight. I had the pleasure of a con-
versation with Senator Glenn recently 
where he told me that he chose to go 
on the mission because it was the right 
thing to do, knowing full well he may 
not return. And it was the right thing 
to do not for himself, but for America. 

A year earlier than that, President 
Kennedy announced a bold new mission 
to place a man on the Moon. The suc-
cess of John Glenn’s flight helped bring 
credence and merit to President Ken-
nedy’s goal. 

b 1315 

Americans saw that what was once 
impossible was now possible. The possi-
bilities suddenly seemed endless. 

Following the end of his career in 
aeronautics, Ohio was the fortunate 
benefactor of John Glenn’s public serv-
ice when he became a United States 
Senator. He served the State with dig-
nity and honor for 28 years before retir-
ing. 

Of course, space exploration was 
never far from his heart. After retiring 
from the Senate, he joined the crew of 
the Space Shuttle Discovery and be-
came the oldest man to ever venture 
into space. 

Madam Speaker, I have had the privi-
lege of meeting this American hero. I 
am struck by his humility and his pas-
sion for service to his country. Time 
and again, he risked his life for the 
benefit of the American people. He 
prioritized the good of the whole over 
the good of the one, and for that I will 
always admire him. 

As a freshman Member of Congress, I 
often look for examples to follow. For 
me, John Glenn, along with his beau-
tiful wife, Annie, represent the abso-
lute best this country has to offer. 
They have shown courage in the face of 
adversity and selflessness for the sake 
of making our country better pride. 
They have instilled in all of us the 
hope and inspiration and pride that 
swells the heart and enriches our 
world. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution to 
commemorate an achievement that 
was the catalyst for space exploration 
and scientific advancement in the 
United States. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH). 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my colleague for yielding me 
this time. 

I rise in support of this resolution 
honoring the 45th anniversary of John 
Glenn’s historic flight, making him the 
first American to orbit the Earth. 

His journey in the Mercury-Atlas 6 
Friendship 7 spacecraft was made all 
the more incredible by the complica-
tions that ensued during the flight. 
Scheduled for three orbits, the final 
two had to be piloted on manual con-
trol after a malfunction in the auto-
matic controls. Still on manual con-
trol, Mr. Glenn piloted the capsule dur-
ing reentry into the earth’s atmos-
phere. 

The spacecraft also sent a signal to 
the ground that the heat shield, de-
signed to prevent the craft from burn-
ing up on reentry, was loose. Though 
ground control did not tell him, Mr. 
Glenn quickly deduced there was a 
problem. An external piece of the craft 
called a retropack, which was supposed 
to be jettisoned before reentry was left 
on to try to keep the heat shield in 
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place. During the reentry, pieces of 
retropack flew past the capsule’s win-
dow in flames. Still, Colonel Glenn 
landed safely in the Atlantic Ocean to 
the relief of the Nation. During the 
flight, John Glenn was subjected to 7.7 
Gs and traveled 76,000 miles. 

His success helped lay the ground-
work for the continuous string of suc-
cesses NASA has since accumulated. 
John Glenn went on to continue his 
lengthy record of public service as a 
U.S. Senator from Ohio, even returning 
to space flight in 1999. 

When we stand here and look back 45 
years, it is almost impossible to imag-
ine that a man would step into a small 
container with a huge rocket behind it 
that would propel him into an orbit. 
And when you think of the kind of 
courage that he demonstrated then, 
what is interesting about John Glenn is 
that all of the attention, the fame and 
adulation that came after that didn’t 
affect him one bit. He was basically 
someone who served his country in the 
military, then went on to serve his 
country as a U.S. Senator, and while 
this historic occasion is being recog-
nized, I think also we pay tribute to 
John Glenn the man, who has dem-
onstrated that it is possible to be able 
to walk with kings and never lose the 
common touch. 

And also, we celebrate his wife, 
Annie, who has been a constant com-
panion at Senator Glenn’s side and has 
always represented the finest tradition 
of American couples. John and Annie 
Glenn have so much to be proud of, and 
this Nation owes both of them a debt of 
gratitude, and I am glad to see that we 
are honoring the 45th anniversary of 
his historic flight. Also, I am so 
pleased that so many of my colleagues 
from Ohio are here to join in paying 
tribute to John Glenn. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
REGULA). 

(Mr. REGULA asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. REGULA. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for the time. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize John Glenn, a fellow Buckeye, 
on the 45th anniversary of becoming 
the first astronaut to orbit the earth. 

John Glenn is a pioneer in the field of 
space exploration and science, and his 
achievements serve as an inspiration 
for students studying math, engineer-
ing, science and technology. 

His landmark journey propelled other 
missions and projects such as the first 
moon landing, NASA’S Hubble Space 
Telescope, and the International Space 
Station. Our economic prosperity de-
pends increasingly on science and tech-
nology, and it is because of explorers 
like John Glenn that America remains 
on the cutting edge of science and tech-
nology research and discovery. 

I would also add that John’s wife, 
Annie, has always been a wonderful, 
supportive partner in the success of 

John’s endeavors. She also deserves our 
appreciation. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 4 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON). 

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentleman 
for the time. 

Madam Speaker, today I join my col-
leagues from Ohio and across the coun-
try in the celebration of the 45th anni-
versary of John Herschel Glenn Jr.’s 
historic journey around our planet. 

Senator Glenn, a proud Ohio native, 
carried the hopes and dreams of an en-
tire country with him on his February 
20, 1962 trip. He carried those dreams in 
the tiny Friendship 7 space capsule, no 
more than 9 feet high and 6 feet wide 
atop the Atlas rocket. He carried those 
dreams into orbit at the astonishing 
speed of 5 miles per second. 

Senator Glenn piloted the Friendship 
7 capsule around the globe three times, 
becoming the first American to orbit 
the earth, an accomplishment that 
raised the spirits of all Americans. 

When speaking about the historic 
journey, Glenn recounted later saying, 
‘‘I don’t know what you can say about 
a day in which you have seen four 
beautiful sunsets, three in orbit and 
one on the surface after I was back on 
board the ship.’’ 

While Glenn was witnessing sunset 
from the window of the space capsule, 
the country was witnessing the sun ris-
ing on America’s fledgling space pro-
gram, and our Nation’s hunger for 
space exploration. 

I had the tremendous honor of meet-
ing Senator Glenn when I was in high 
school. I distinctly remember being in 
awe of his lifetime of accomplishments. 
He has led this country in almost every 
way possible, as a pioneering adven-
turer, as a scientist, as a military hero, 
as an elected leader, and as a champion 
of education. 

Senator Glenn and all of his accom-
plishments are an embodiment of our 
country’s can-do attitude. It is in rec-
ognition and eternal gratitude that I 
join my colleagues in rising today to 
honor this great man and the 45th an-
niversary of his momentous voyage 
into the great beyond. 

Thank you, Senator Glenn, and may 
your continued journey through life be 
a lesson in adventure and bravery to us 
all. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in proud recognition of the 45th Anniver-
sary of Senator John Glenn’s mission piloting 
the first manned orbital mission of the United 
States. This event spawned decades of 
manned space missions for the United States 
and eventually a manned mission to the moon 
with the Apollo 11 mission in July of 1969. 
Senator Glenn has served this Nation proud 
as a Marine Corps Pilot, a U.S. Senator, and 
an Astronaut. He was the third American in 
Space and the first American to orbit the Earth 
aboard Friendship 7. He also holds the honor 
of being the oldest person ever to go into 
space in 1998 aboard the Space Shuttle Dis-
covery mission STS–95 at age 77. John Glenn 
was first elected to the U.S. Senate in 1974, 
and served the State of Ohio proudly until 

1999, and was a recipient of the Congres-
sional Space Medal of Honor. The NASA 
Glenn research center, which is located at 
Lewis Field in Cleveland, OH, adopted Sen-
ator Glenn’s name in 1999. I am proud to say 
that this institution has produced decades of 
aeronautics research and has become of vital 
part of our community. It is in no small part to 
Senator Glenn that this institution will remain 
a major research center for NASA. 

I am especially proud to be able to say that 
Senator John Glenn comes from my home 
State of Ohio, he is an icon and a role model 
for millions of youths in our State. His accom-
plishments provide inspiration for every young 
person from our Great State of Ohio. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of H. Res. 252, recognizing the 
45th anniversary of John Glenn and his his-
toric 1962 orbital flight aboard Friendship 7. 

I commend my colleague, the Honorable 
ZACH SPACE for his efforts on this resolution 
and am honored to be an original cosponsor. 

John Glenn’s orbital flight and his many ex-
traordinary achievements in war and peace 
are appropriately enumerated and memorial-
ized in this resolution—and it is an amazingly 
long account. Without doubt it is an unsur-
passed record of accomplishment that in-
cludes six Distinguished Flying Crosses, the 
Congressional Space Medal of Honor, and the 
only Ohioan to serve four consecutive terms in 
the U.S. Senate. 

At Cape Canaveral on February 20, 1962, 
John Glenn blasted into space and became 
the first American to orbit the Earth. After sev-
eral excruciatingly long launch pad delays, 
people all over the world and every school 
child in America heard Scott Carpenter’s lift off 
directive—Godspeed John Glenn—soon to be 
followed by the cool voice of the pilot: ‘‘Roger. 
Zero Gs and I feel fine. Capsule is turning 
around. Oh, that view is tremendous!’’ 

As he reached an altitude of 162 miles at a 
velocity of 17,500 miles an hour, the excite-
ment quickly turned to tension and apprehen-
sion when the flight instruments indicated that 
a loose heat shield threatened a safe return. 
While the capsule skated back through the at-
mosphere, Friendship 7 reported a real fireball 
outside. To our great relief the plume of para-
chutes and splashdown told us that after a 
nearly 5 hour flight, Glenn was safe and 
sound back on Earth. 

On February 26, 1962, John Glenn was re-
ceived with a standing ovation before a Joint 
Session of Congress in this chamber. Parades 
in Washington, New York, and New Concord, 
Ohio, soon followed. Friendship 7 is now 
prominently displayed in the Smithsonian’s Air 
and Space Museum near Orville and Wilbur 
Wright’s 1903 Flyer, Charles Lindbergh’s Spirit 
of St. Louis and Apollo XI. 

John and Annie Glenn celebrated their 64th 
wedding anniversary on April 6th. Annie is a 
true American hero for her extraordinary per-
sonal efforts to overcome stuttering. Her public 
efforts to help others with speech and commu-
nication disorders are nationally recognized. 
She received the first national award of the 
American Speech and Hearing Association for 
inspiring those with communicative disorders. 
The National Association for Hearing and 
Speech Action annually presents the Annie 
Glenn Award to an individual achieving distinc-
tion despite a communication disorder. She is 
a national treasure. 

In 1941, John Glenn was on his way to 
Annie’s organ recital at Muskingum College 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:19 May 02, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K01MY7.022 H01MYPT1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4224 May 1, 2007 
when he heard over the car radio that Pearl 
Harbor had been attacked. His patriotic public 
service began shortly thereafter when he vol-
unteered for military service and continues 
today through his work at the John Glenn 
School of Public Affairs at the Ohio State Uni-
versity. 

In a lifetime of accomplishment he found in 
adventure and challenge he met with courage. 
John Glenn is an American hero. He has 
proudly served his Nation as soldier and 
statesman and he still likes to fly. 

I join my colleagues in urging the passage 
of the resolution. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commend our able colleague, Congressman 
ZACK SPACE of Ohio for recognition of our be-
loved former Ohio Senator John Glenn, who 
began his distinguished career as a World 
War II and Korean War fighter pilot. Glenn 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
six times and holds the Air Medal for his serv-
ice during both of these conflicts. 

As the beginning in a long line of firsts, Sen-
ator and Colonel Glenn went on to set a trans-
continental speed record from Los Angeles to 
New York in July 1957. In February 1962, 
Glenn piloted the Mercury-Atlas 6 Friendship 7 
spacecraft on the first manned orbital mission 
of the United States. After his distinguished 
service in these two wars and following the 
first phase of his career as an aviator, John 
Glenn continued his public service as a Sen-
ator representing our home State of Ohio from 
1974–1999. 

Completing his career of firsts, I was proud 
to see our former colleague Senator Glenn 
bring his career of public service full circle in 
his triumphant 1998 return space voyage; this 
time as a senior citizen. Today I rise to honor 
his hard work and lifetime of dedication to 
public service. He and his devoted wife have 
inspired all the world with their commitment to 
family, community, state, nation and the fu-
ture. Their spirit of patriotism, courage, dis-
covery and self sacrifice cut a path all can 
emulate and hope to achieve. Godspeed to 
them for all they have done for others. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WILSON) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 252. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL COMMU-
NITY COLLEGE MONTH 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 

Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution (H. 
Res. 334) supporting the goals and 
ideals of National Community College 
Month. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 334 

Whereas there are more than 1,200 commu-
nity colleges in the United States; 

Whereas there are more than 11 million 
students enrolled in for-credit and not-for- 
credit programs at community colleges na-
tionwide; 

Whereas in 2007, community colleges in the 
United States will award more than 500,000 
associate’s degrees and 270,000 associate’s 
certificates; 

Whereas community colleges have edu-
cated more than 100,000,000 people in the 
United States since the first community col-
lege was founded in 1901; 

Whereas community college students are a 
more diverse group in terms of age, income, 
race, and ethnicity than students attending 
traditional colleges and universities, making 
community colleges essential to providing 
access to postsecondary education; 

Whereas community colleges enrich and 
enhance communities across the country, so-
cially, culturally, and politically; 

Whereas community colleges are afford-
able and close to home for most people in the 
United States; 

Whereas community colleges allow many 
older students to take courses part-time 
while working full-time, creating opportuni-
ties that otherwise would not be available; 

Whereas community colleges provide job 
training for workers who have lost their jobs 
or are hoping to find better jobs, helping mil-
lions of people in the United States support 
themselves and their families; 

Whereas community colleges contribute 
more than $31,000,000,000 annually to the Na-
tion’s economic growth and, by helping to 
provide a skilled workforce, are critical to 
our Nation’s continued success and pros-
perity in the global economy of the 21st cen-
tury; and 

Whereas the American Association of Com-
munity Colleges, the Association of Commu-
nity College Trustees, and more than 1,200 
community colleges nationwide recognize 
April as National Community College 
Month: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Community College Month; and 

(2) congratulates the Nation’s community 
colleges, and their students, governing 
boards, faculty, and staff, for their contribu-
tions to education and workforce develop-
ment, and for their vital role in ensuring a 
brighter, stronger future for the Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
New York (Mrs. MCCARTHY) and the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 

Madam Speaker, I request 5 legislative 
days during which Members may insert 
materials relevant to H. Res. 334 into 
the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
Madam Speaker, I would like to thank 

my colleague from North Carolina (Mr. 
MILLER) for introducing this resolution 
and for the work he has done. 

This month is recognized as National 
Community College Month. Commu-
nity colleges represent much of what is 
great about America. Diverse, dynamic 
and innovative, open and inclusive, 
they are one of America’s greatest in-
ventions. 

The first community college, Joliet 
Junior College, opened its doors almost 
100 years ago in Illinois. It was one of 
the many that sprung up in the early 
20th century amid worries that Amer-
ica could not remain competitive with-
out a better educated workforce. 

Policymakers and educators sensed 
that one of the barriers keeping stu-
dents from keeping their education was 
that they were unable or unwilling to 
leave home. And so a network of com-
munity colleges was set up to encour-
age more students to earn college de-
grees or obtain specialized training. 
Today, over 11 million students are en-
rolled in America’s 1,200 community 
colleges. 

Community colleges educate over 
half of the country’s undergraduate 
students. Community college open en-
rollment policies mean that they wel-
come all students regardless of wealth, 
heritage, or previous academic experi-
ence. As a result, community colleges 
are more diverse in terms of age, in-
come, race and ethnicity than tradi-
tional colleges and universities. They 
enroll students from all over the world. 

About 40 percent of all international 
undergraduates in the United States 
attend our community colleges. By 
bringing people from all walks of life 
together to learn from one another, 
these schools enrich and enhance our 
communities. 

Community colleges educate over 
half of the new nurses and 65 percent of 
new health care workers. They are also 
responsible for the education of 50 per-
cent of teachers and close to 85 percent 
of our emergency responders. 

Community colleges retrain workers 
who have lost their jobs, those looking 
to change fields mid-career or reenter 
the workforce after an extended ab-
sence, and high school students hoping 
to get a head start on college credit or 
take a course not offered in the regular 
curriculum. 

Because of all that they have done 
for this country, on this day we would 
like to thank our Nation’s community 
colleges and recognize the dedication 
of their facilities and staff for helping 
to educate our Nation’s students. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion to support the goals and ideals of 
National Community College Month. 

Community colleges are centers of 
educational opportunity. For over 100 
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